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previous block unit. They will be larger and their proportions
will be better balanced. Thus, forces from within are the
determinants, and not the external circumscription. It is a
parallel to the region and its boundaries; a region must grow
from within, and the fixation of its boundaries is merely a matter
of expediency. The architectural impression of a town as we
are used to it to-day will be quite different from what it will
be to-morrow. Every one building and every part of it will
play its direct part as a spatial element. Rear buildings will
practically cease to exist. There will be no front and no back.
This disastrous legacy of the past century will go and with it the
disadvantages which prevented a rational arrangement of the
interior of flats and houses. The canon-like street becomes a
simple two-dimensional ribbon, a mere surface loosing its quality
as a limited space. The greater extension of the individual unit
results in practice in a reduced number of traffic streets and,
therefore, in certainly not inconsiderable saving for the community.
These principles can be applied, as indeed they should, to
residential and non-residential units in town and country. But
they can be put to their best use in the neighbourhood unit.
They will bring the humbug of " open development" and its
" privacy " to an end. Let us look now, after our survey of the
whole park system as the ground work of planning, at its character
within and its influence upon the neighbourhood unit. Here,
almost all its feaftlres are crystallised. It girdles the whole
residential compound isolating it and, at the same time, joining
it to the other units of the community and beyond it to* the
surrounding country. It gives coherence without a feeling of
confinement. It is a permanent limit to an indefinite expansion
and, as such, enforces a rational use of the unit area.
Planning for indefinite expansion is now wasteful and obsolete.
The city of the future will have a better sense of its natural limits:
it will attempt to make the most of what it has, rather than to evade
its actual difficulties and its actual deterioration by encouraging its
population to move out to the outskirts.1
Private and public garden space must be integrated and
immediately accessible. Private gardens should be made an
indispensable part of the ground floor plan and the " extension "
of the interior space.
The size of such outdoor rooms should probably not be less than
half the total floor space of the house. An alternative way of assess-
ing the needs of a family, would be to allow about 12 square yards
(108 sq. ft.) per person taking 24 square yards (216 sq. ft.) as the
minimum for one or two people. This applies only If the aspect
1 L. Mumford, Whither Honolulu ?.